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seizing the rule of his country from her wisest and ablest
and slaughtering wholesale her leading citizens.

But although Cosimo thus showed himself a cruel and mer-
ciless tyrant, in his subsequent history he manifested extraor-
dinary abilities; with results for which his country had every
reason to be grateful. It is, indeed, little short of marvellous
how one who, silent and taciturn by nature, had in his youth
been considered "dull," "timid," and ''wanting in character,"
yet developed the capacity to raise Tuscany to the highest
pitch of political importance and general well-being which she
ever reached. Tuscany, which ever since the time of Lorenzo
the Magnificent, under the successive maladministration of
Soderini, Lorenzo (Duke of Urbino), Passerini, the Repub-
lican Government of 1527-1530, and Alessandro, had for over
forty years possessed little or no political importance in Italy,
was by Cosimo I raised to a higher position in this respect
among the states of Italy than she had occupied even in the
time of Lorenzo the Magnificent. The glory of the leadership
in Art and Learning was no longer hers; the joy and brightness
of the Renaissance were for ever passed away, overwhelmed
in the wars which for more than a generation had raged ovei
Italy, but in so far as the remaining factors of political in-
fluence, military strength, and commercial progress were
concerned, Cosimo I raised Tuscany, not merely to her former
level, but beyond it; so much so that she became under him
the only state of first-class importance in Italy. Cosimo Pater
Patriae and Lorenzo the Magnificent had gloried in advancing
the boundaries of the State, but under Cosimo I Tuscany was
almost doubled in size; while at the same time the conditions
in regard to the administration of justice, and the general
advancement of the country, were changed from those cus-
toirary in the Middle Ages to those thought necessary in
modern times. And Cosimo did all this himself; for his prin-
ciple was to avoid taking any councillors, and throughout his
life those whom he employed to assist him were nothing more